
Awqaf SA Chairman’s Report AGM – 12th November 2020 | 26 Rabi Al Awwal 1442  Page 1 of 6 

CHAIRMANS 
REVIEW   

Year Ending 28 February 2019 
Year Ending 29 February 2020              

2019 

This Chairman’s Review covers the period ending 28 February 2019 and period 
ending 29 February 2020 and is presented at the Annual General Meeting of 
the National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa held on 12th November 2020, 
Zoom Conference Call.  
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CHAIRMANS REVIEW 2018-2019 
Haroon Kalla  
12 November 2020 | 26 Rabi Al Awwal 1442 

Alhamdulillahi rabbil Aalameen/ wassalaatu wassalaamu alaa ashrafil mursaleen / sayyidina muhammadew wa 
alalihi wa as haa bi hi agmaeen. 

All praise and thanks is due to Allah, and Peace and Salutations on our Beloved Leader and master Muhammad 
(SAW), his progeny and companions. 

Honorable Brothers, Sisters, Mutawallees, Management Board, Awqaf Ambassadors and stakeholders 

1. INTRODUCTION

We extend a very warm thank you to the community at large, the Founders, Patrons, fellow trustees, the CEO 
Zeinoul Cajee, and the board of management and all Awqaf Ambassadors for their unwavering support during the 
last 20 years and especially the last year.  

Our CEO Zeinoul Cajee will update us on all the activities during the reporting period and our treasurer will present 
audited accounts for the year ending 28th Feb 2019 and 28 Feb 2020. 

It is significant to note that the National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa (Awqaf SA™) was pioneered in 2000 as an 
independent, community-based and owned trust dedicated to the establishment of the institution of Waqf 
(Community Sovereign Endowment Fund) and the empowerment of lesser privileged communities.   

Awqaf SA in its 20th year has emerged as the leading charitable endowment (Waqf) institution in Southern Africa that 
invests community donated funds and spends the income generated from investments to fund a variety of 
community development projects.  

The year 2020 is of particular importance as the we are currently in a global pandemic. We note the immense 
pressure the COVID-19 pandemic has had on communities across South Africa with many needy households crippled 
by the economic consequences of the COVID-19 lockdown.   

During these unprecedented times, we have committed to assisting the nation in overcoming this challenge through 
our ongoing community development projects. 

Unprecedented times require unprecedented responses! The Waqf system has proven to act as a shock absorber 
and sustainability fund that acted to protect our communities, albeit on a small scale, from the economic stresses. 
During the current COVID-19 pandemic Awqaf SA through its Share the Care campaign initiated, supported and 
implemented a host of social intervention programmes some of which are listed below:  

• SA Muslims Task Team
The SA Muslims COVID-19 Response Task Team is a Multi-Disciplinary task team established by various South
African Muslims organisations to co-ordinate a coherent Muslim community response to the COVID-19
pandemic.
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The SA Muslims COVID-19 Response Task Team established various clusters that brought together, 
professionals, business people, experts, community activists and volunteers across the country to monitor 
and respond to public health issues, public education, political and economic impact and response scenarios 
as the disease spread and impacted communities across the country. 

The Task Team is jointly coordinated by Mickaeel Collier (Awqaf SA) and Muhammad Cajee (ASRI). 

• MealSA - was initiated by a group of businessmen and community activists to address the Humanitarian
crisis caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic that hit South Africa. MealSA’s primary objective was to raise funds
to purchase 100 000 Mealie Meal bags to augment existing food hamper distributions taking place across the
country. Awqaf SA supported the initiative and partnered with MealSA.

• Yusuf Islam and Peace Train Initiative

• Establishment of the Awqaf SA Food Security Waqf supported by FNB Islamic Finance.

 Share the Care One Million Free Fabric Face Mask Campaign in collaboration with the Al Kaaf Human Rights
Centre of Cape Town, the Black Business Forum, the World Memon Organisation and many others, saw a
mass distribution of face masks in a R10 million project that impacted communities across South Africa.

 Share the Care Borehole Project with national hero Springbok rugby captain, Siya Kolisi, saw the provision of
safe, reliable and clean water for two villages in the Limpopo and Venda districts. They were drilled by the
Crescent of Hope organisation at the behest of Awqaf SA. Kolisi also distributed sanitising equipment and
soap.

 SMME relief fund - Of particular importance is our collaboration with the Willowton Oil group, Giving for
Hope Trust Al Barakah, the South African Muslim Charitable Trust in the establishment of an SMME relief
fund. The aim of the foundation is to create a pool of R500 million to enable SMMEs to access capital to
weather the economic storm of Covid-19.

An amount of R136 million has been raised thus far to extend a helping hand to distressed SMME’s that have been 
hard hit by the economic impact the Covid-19 Lockdown period has had on small and medium businesses. Awqaf SA 
has contributed R5 million to this fund. SMME’s are part of the backbone of our South African economy and the 
engine for job growth. Their survival during the Covid-19 period is absolutely critical 

2. MILESTONES

1.1. Multinational Relations 
Over the 20-year existence, Awqaf SA has nurtured and developed a hoist of Multinational organizations 
both in the Waqf Sector and in Humanitarian advocacy. Awqaf SA has also been central in the promotion 
and establishment of Waqf institutions in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Mauritius, Uganda, Nigeria to 
name a few. We have also been active in developing stronger relations with other Awqaf institutions across 
the Muslim world including Dubai, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Malaysia, Indonesia and many others.  

Some of our more collaborations include: 
• Kizilay - Turkish Red Crescent
• Global Awqaf Forums
• Diyanet:
• Yusuf Islam Foundation and the Peace Train Initiative
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• WMO
• IRCICA
• W I E F
• IDB/ IRTI
• Denis Feneri
• IHH Turkey
• Maarif Foundation

1.2. Mvezo Qurbani and Community project 2019-2020.  
Following our trip to Mvezo Komkhulu during operation Qurbani 2019, Awqaf SA in partnership with Chief 
Mandla Mandela and the community identified 5 key areas of sustainable collaboration:  

a. Infrastructure development of a Borehole or Water reticulation system
b. Teacher Training Programme
c. Agricultural Programme
d. Animal Husbandry Programme

1.3. Share the Care Campaign. The adopting of the share the care campaign has catapulted Awqaf SA into main 
stream South African society, through the implementation of various benevolent projects aimed at the 
alleviation of poverty and underdevelopment through relevant sustainable interventions.  

1.4. Cataract Project: Discussions are underway with the Yusuf Islam Foundation and its Peace Train Initiative, Red 
Crescent Turkey and our local partners ICSA and the IMASA to expand our existing cataract project across the 
country to alleviate the current stresses on the public health system.  

3. WAQF AND INVESTMENTS

Alhamdulillah we have invested a substantial proportion of our funds into income generating property to 
give a constant flow of resources to fund our downstream projects. 

• MARLBORO PROPERTY (ACQUIRED AS DONATED PROPERTY)
• DALESIDE PROPERTY (ACQUIRED AS DONATED PROPERTY)
• LENASIA X11: (acquired as donated property)
• LENASIA X9: (acquired as donated property)
• GRACEVILLE
• ATHLONE
• MAITLAND CAPE
• WAREES SA (PTY) LTD
• RASLOUW
• KORSTEN, PORT ELIZABETH
• RIVERLEA
• LENMED
• ARCTIC SKY (PTY) LTD
• 112 BARRY HERTZOG AVENUE
• JULOWAVE (PTY) LTD
• ERF 2542 JEPPESTOWN CC
• UNITAS PARK ORPHANS HOME
• IMBALI PROPS (PTY) LTD BRIDGE CITY
• OASIS CRESCENT INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY FUND
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• OASIS CRESCENT INCOME FUND
• OASIS MONEY MARKET FUND

4. DESIGNATED WAQF FUNDS
Several Designated Waqf Funds are now under the management of Awqaf SA some of which are listed below. A full 
comprehensive list is available from the office.  

5. AWQAF SA PROJECTS

As part of our strategic vision Awqaf SA focusses on 5 Key Areas of project deliverables. These include: 

a. FOCUS AREA 1: SOCIAL COHESION & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
b. FOCUS AREA 2: HEALTH CARE & ENVIRONMENT
c. FOCUS AREA 3: WAQF DEVELOPMENT
d. FOCUS AREA 4: EDUCATION & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
e. FOCUS AREA 5: INVESTMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

During the years 2019/2020 Awqaf SA has spent approximately a total of R42.5M on downstream projects. 
• R16.7M on Investments and Infrastructure Developments
• R8.6M on Earmarked Donor Directed Project Funding
• R1.2M on Education and Leadership
• R440K on WAQF Development
• R1,2M on Health Core and Environment (Equivalent to a value of approximate R10M because of our

partnerships with IMA & The Government)
• R8.1M on Social Cohesion and Community Development.

6. FUND RAISING

Alhamdulillah WAQF funds have now crossed R80M. This has allowed us to extend the depth and breadth 
of our work. Alhamdulillah we have seen excellent growth in our designated WAQFS, which currently 
exceeds 30. 

Inshallah we hope to continue and accelerate the growth through the “FAMILY WAQF SCHEME” to grow 
this WAQF to One Hundred Million with 3 years Inshallah. To reach this we would need to motivate each 
family in South Africa to give at least R100.  

We have yet to successfully mine our database and also do our targeted waqf fund raising. We are hoping to place 
this on high on our agenda going forward.  

7. CONCLUSION

As we conclude on 2 decades of service to our communities, we focus our attention on the next quantum 
leap of sustainable growth and development. We are cognisant of the fact that in order for us to become a 
world-class organisation, we need to capacitate ourselves and to institutionalise AWQAF SA.  
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Furthermore, we place high on our agenda the need to implement a system of world best practices in both 
Corporate Governance and donor relations management. These areas will become High priority 
implementation goals over the next few months.  

We take this opportunity to thank all the Ulama, Founders, Patrons, Fellow Trustees, our CEO and Board of 
Management, Awqaf SA Ambassadors and the community at large for their continued support in making 
Awqaf SA a leading player in sustainable projects in South Africa. 

We pray to Allah to grant us the patience and perseverance to strive for good. Our Beloved Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said 
“Creation is like God’s family and the most beloved of God is the person who does the best for his 
family”. Let us reaffirm our commitment to this noble objective and through our actions bring dignity and 
hope to our communities.  

May Allah grant us Barakah in all our endeavours, “…Verily Man is at a loss, we ask Allah to forgive us for 
any unintended errors and guide us in our future efforts. 

Haroon Kalla 
Chairman: Council of Mutawallees 
Awqaf SA 
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