CEO REVIEW
2019 & 2020
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee

12 November 2020 | 26 Rabi Al Awwal 1442

“All praise and thanks is due to Allah, and Peace and Salutations on our
Beloved Leader and Master Muhammad ﷺ, his progeny and companions.”
Dear Honorable Brothers, Sisters, Mutawallees, Management Board, Awqaf Ambassadors and stakeholders
Asalaamu’Alaikum

1. INTRODUCTION
Since 2000, the National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa (Awqaf SA) has relentlessly championed the
institutionalization of the prophetic and divine concept of Waqf. During these years to date, we have seen
tremendous growth in the popularization, understanding, and internalization of the concept but we still
have a long way to go. As we celebrate our 20th year of existence, we look forward to the next decade with
enthusiasm for exponential growth Insha’Allah.
The perpetual sustainability characteristic of the Waqf system enables us to plan for the future and to make
targeted and strategic interventions that will enhance the profile of the Muslim community of South Africa.
We firmly believe that Awqaf SA, as a collective community based institution, needs to become the
Community Sovereign Fund of the Ummah. This will enable us to be benefactors on a much more efficient
and wider scale touching the lives of Muslims as well as the poor and needy in the broader South African
context.
Several local institutions and corporates are also beginning to establish waqf funds through Awqaf SA. Our
outreach has been global. Due to our team efforts, we have been able to reach out to many other countries
to share our experience and enable communities to initiate the waqf institutions in their countries.
Tanzania, Mauritius, Uganda, and Nigeria are examples of this.
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We make dua that the waqf system spreads deep, far and wide and becomes part of the culture of Muslim
waqf giving as it was in the past. Allah is Khairur Raziqeen. He is Khayrul Warritheen. The Best of Providers
and the Best of Inheritors.
A message to us all to give during our lifetimes what belongs to Allah, to revive this sunnah and to reclaim
the most powerful, perpetual sustainability, strategic and empowering voluntary Islamic Charity,
Insha’Allah.
On behalf of Awqaf SA Mutawallees, Management and Ambassadors, we would like to express our
appreciation and gratitude to all our donors for their support during 2019 and 2020.
Zeinoul Abedien Cajee
Chief Executive Officer
Awqaf SA
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2. Scope:
2.1. Alhamdulillah: It is with great pleasure that we present this report as a culmination of a hive of activity
during the period under review by the Foundation and all its structures.

2.2. This CEO review covers the year ended 28 February 2019 as presented at the Annual General Meeting
of the National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa held on 11 October 2019 corresponding to 12 Safaar
1441 Hijri, AWQAF SA Head Office, 112 Barry Hertzog Avenue, Greenside, Johannesburg.

2.3. It is noted here that the Annual General Meeting for the year ended 28 February 2019 was not held
within 6 months of the year-end due to certain delays beyond the control of your management.
Because the 2019 audit has been completed and due to the late presentation of the 2020 annual
financial statements, it is deemed prudent to also report on the year ended 28 February 2020. Thus
the 2020 draft/ unaudited Annual Financial Statements are also presented at this meeting so as to
ensure that the AGM for the 2020 year is also constituted and relevant reports presented. (References
to the 2020 AFS must be read draft/unaudited to date.)

3. EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT
The current team comprises of:
Z A Cajee (CEO);
M Collier (Deputy CEO);
S Isaacs (Deputy CEO);
Z Ahmed (Deputy CEO)
N Fredericks (Secretary);
and Muhsin Kolia (Finance).

4. MANAGEMENT
The executive management enjoyed the support of various Awqaf SA Ambassadors throughout the years
under review.

5. STAFF
Currently 2 staff are employed in Cape Town and 2 staff in Johannesburg. We are also supported by the
offices of MA Kolia & Sons (Pty) Ltd in Lenasia, Gauteng with our accounting and some admin functions
under the supervision of Muhsin and Goolam Hoosain Kolia. In addition, we receive invaluable admin and
logistic support from the Naseebah Abdulla from the AMKA offices and Nazmeh Schroeder based in Cape
Town who as assists with our audio visual and multimedia requirements. We are extremely grateful for
their support and attribute the sustaining of our growth to their selfless efforts. Due to the steady growth
being experienced, there is a need to both rationalize and to employ proficient staff at appropriate
remuneration.
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6. GROWTH
The Foundation has been experiencing steady growth in terms of Waqf Funds and Waqf Revenues from its
investments. (See InfoGraphics)

7. INTERNATIONAL
7.1. Pursuant to our visit to Indonesia in 2015, the development of the WAQF CORE PRINCIPLES
continued in 2016 and early 2017. These have been launched in 2018, sponsored by the
central bank, Bank Indonesia and IDB. Currently involved with Risk Management Technical
Notes.
7.2. We represented AWQAF SA and presented on invitation in various conferences during the
year period review:
7.2.1. Sabahattin Zaim University (Istanbul);
7.2.2. 7th Global Waqf Conference (Malaysia)
7.2.3. 6th Indonesia Sharia Economic Festival (ISEF) (Indonesia),
7.2.4. 26th Forum of Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation (Kuwait),
7.3. Visits were also made to our associates and partners in Turkey. We were also blessed by an official
visit from KIZILAY.

8. FINANCIAL REVIEW
As per Audited AFS. 2019 and Draft Unaudited 2020
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9. INVESTMENTS
9.1.

MARLBORO PROPERTY (ACQUIRED AS DONATED PROPERTY): This property is housed in a
separate Non Profit Company under the control of Awqaf SA Trustees. The property is still
illegally occupied. Currently engaged Mr Ayoob Kaka to negotiate with Council on outstanding
rates and taxes.

9.2.

DALESIDE PROPERTY (ACQUIRED AS DONATED PROPERTY): This property is housed in a
separate Non Profit Company under the control of Awqaf SA Trustees. Currently an agreement
needs to be formalized to hand over a parts of the property to a group that proposed to
establish a school there. This should be done in the coming weeks.

9.3.

LENASIA X11: (acquired as donated property) This property is earmarked for development as
a Darushifa project. Some plans have been drawn. The property has been walled at a cost of
R200000,00.

9.4.

LENASIA X9: (acquired as donated property) This property has not yet been transferred.

9.5.

GRACEVILLE: This property is rented.

9.6.

ATHLONE: This property is rented.

9.7.

WAREES SA (PTY) LTD: This consortium is performing satisfactorily.

9.8.

RASLOUW: This property was acquired through donations. This property is donated to the
WMO for the development of an Elders Village.

9.9.

KORSTEN, PORT ELIZABETH: No further progress on this property from the last report.

9.10.

RIVERLEA: This is a property currently occupied by beneficiaries until their demise.

9.11.

LENMED: No dividends have declared since our acquisition. The share price has also further
fallen during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

9.12.

ARCTIC SKY (PTY) LTD: A 20% stake was acquired at a cost of R8m at a yield of 8% pa during
December 2016 in the above company, which owns and operates a regional shopping mall in
Hibberdene, near Port Shepstone.

9.13.

112 BARRY HERTZOG AVENUE: This is an investment acquired through designated donor
funds. It is envisaged to develop this centre for multi purposes including a training centre, and
for office letting purposes to make itself sustainable. Currently architects have been engaged
to provide us with a Master Plan.
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9.14.

JULOWAVE (PTY) LTD: A fully let Office park in Randburg was acquired during 2017-year end.
The property is managed under management contract.

9.15.

ERF 2542 JEPPESTOWN CC: Currently the CC has been restored and all tenants were evicted
except for one illegal tenant who currently and historically operates a bottle store. Plans a foot
to evict that tenant and to hand over the building to develop an Islamic Centre with rental
income.

9.16.

UNITAS PARK ORPHANS HOME: We have now disengaged from this home. Thanks to Br
Farouk Limalia who facilitated some upgrades at no cost to AWQAF SA and also seen to the
establishment of a committee that helps run the home.

9.17.

IMBALI PROPS (PTY) LTD BRIDGE CITY: We have invested R14 300 000 during 2016 and 2017
and own approximately 20% of the equity of the company. The investment is steadily
providing an income stream of around 8% pa.

9.18.

SIDESTREAM PROPERTIES (PTY) LTD. A block of 14 apartments were acquired during the year
at a cost of R9.38million. These properties are in the process of transfer.

9.19.

WATERWAYS APARTMENTS: (Acquired by Donation). A block of 14 apartments were
acquired at a donation value of R9.38million. These properties are in the process of transfer.

9.20.

DARUSHIFA LENASIA: This property was acquired at a cost of R3.5m (excluding transfer and
other sundry costs). The property is used by Awqaf Darushifa (Lenasia) and is operated
independently by the local NPCompany. It is envisaged that the property will be co funded by
WMO in terms of an MOU entered between WMO and AWQAF SA.

9.21.

BUILDRITE ESHOWE: (Acquired by donation). Alhamdulillah AWQAF SA was gracefully
donated a hardware shopping centre in Eshowe at a value of R3.8m. With effect from 1 March
2019 we have been receiving a steady rental from the donor-tenant on a long term lease. The
income generated is designated to a few beneficiaries.

9.22.

VANDERBIJLPARK STUDENT ACCOMMODATION: Another partnership investment with a
prominent property developer/ business owner. AWQAF SA investment R4,6m.

9.23.

OASIS CRESCENT INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY FUND: This was done mainly as a hedge against
the declining Rand. No further investment was made.

9.24.

ASRI QARD HASAN LOAN: R750 000,00. This was facilitated via a cession of a loan of the same
amount to AWQAF SA as a waqf.
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General Comment: Where feasible, vacant properties should be sold off to consolidate with larger
investments with due consultation with respective donors.

10.

DESIGNATED WAQF FUNDS

Several Designated Waqf Funds are now under the management of Awqaf SA
11.1 Thread Group
11.2 Union of MSA
11.3 Boland Islamic Council
11.4 Al Fajr Education Foundation
11.5 Lenasia Muslim Association
11.6 Al Ilm SA
11.7 SA Quran Union
11.8 Youth Foundation Erasmia
11.9 Masjid al Islam
11.10 Sanzaf Masjid Waqf
11.11 Hajj Waqf Fund
11.12 Masjid Waqf Fund
11.13 House of Ummah Waqf Fund
11.14 International Peace University of SA (IPSA)
11.15 ASRI – Auwal Socio – Economic Research Institute
11.16 Madina Institute
11.17 ITV – Media Waqf
11.18 Islamic Medical Association Waqf Fund
11.19 Minara MSA Yusuf Talia Waqf Fund
11.20 Darul Arqam Islamic School
11.21 Imaam Development Plan Waqf Fund

11.

SPENDING OF WAQF REVENUES

Currently we have put processes in place to streamline downstream expenditure. We have an online
application form. This is work in progress. The attached graphs indicate the level of expenditure incurred
during the current financial period. However, due to significant increases and demands by communities
and the need to fulfill our obligations, we need to operate more strongly in line with available funding. We
also need to increase our income streams.
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12.

AWQAF SA PROJECTS REPORT

January 2020 - August 2020

12.1. SOCIAL COHESION:
12.1.1. ARTS
12.1.1.1. Arabic Calligraphy – Cape Town
Awqaf SA hosted an Arabic Calligraphy workshop at the Cape Town
office. An interactive and informative session, it was led by Faheem
Rhoda Jackson from Arabic Calligraphers.

12.1.1.2. Arabic Calligraphy – Johannesburg
Professional calligrapher Rafique Cajee from Calligraphique led a
seven-week Basic Arabic Calligraphy Workshop focusing on the
Thuluth script.
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions placed on offline events, we hosted a
series of webinars over four weeks, which profiled expert calligraphers
including Haafith Muhammad Hobe, Rafeeq Cajee and Shurabheel. A
special virtual session dedicated to Tuan Guru Qur’an Script featured
as part of Awqaf SA’s Heritage Day programme.
Impact: 184 virtual attendees

12.1.2. Fundamentals of Faith
Sister Zaheerah Cajee facilitated six sisters-only session covering Al-Fiqh alAkbar, a text of Aqeedah regarding Allah The Most High, The Prophets (may
Allah's peace be upon them all), The Sacred Books and other fundamentals of
Islam.
Impact: 15 registered attendees
12.1.3. Awqaf SA Heritage Day
12.1.3.1. Talk at Rumi Cafe, Cape Town
Leaders and Legacies Talk series
Veteran South African journalist Shafiq Morton delivered a talk
entitled "The Crescent at the Cape, from Indonesia to Istanbul, our
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Camissa Heritage Explained" at Rumi Café in Pinelands, Cape Town. Morton is the author of the book From
the Spice Islands to Cape Town: The Life and Times of Tuan Guru, which was commissioned and published
by Awqaf SA as part of its Leaders and Legacies project. The project has so far produced over ten books that
aim to honour our past leaders and struggle icons.
Impact: 70 registered attendees
You Tube post video: 150 views
Tuan Guru Books sold: 60 books
12.1.3.2. Talk by Awqaf SA Deputy CEO at Bookaap Heritage day programme - Unveiling of a Plaque
Honouring Sarah Van De Kaap who endowed the First Waqf in South Adrica – Masjid Owal
Impact: 500 attendees
Live Radio VOC Broadcast

12.2. Leaders and Legacies series
12.2.1. Hoosain Ayoob: Crossing Boundaries
The book Crossing Boundaries published in partnership with Awqaf
under its Leaders and Legacies series, and a portion of proceeds will go
towards the development of cricket among school going children from
disadvantaged backgrounds. Many cricketers and students went
through Hoosain Ayob’s hands, directly and indirectly, through teaching,
mentoring, and coaching. Hoosain Ayob is still held in high regard by
Makhaya Ntini, Ashwell Prins, Vernon Philander, and many others.
Impact: the book launch was hampered due to Covid-19 restrictions
12.2.2. Hoosain Ayoob: Crossing Boundaries Radio Interviews
12.2.2.1. Radio Voice of the Cape
12.2.2.2. Radio 786
12.2.2.3. Salaam Media

12.3. SPORTS
12.3.1. Awqaf SA helps rebuild Cape Flats communities through cricket
Awqaf SA supported an inaugural Cricket Tournament between five Cape Flats
U14 teams - Primose, Langa, Ottomans, Fish Rite Hanover Park CC, the JP21
Foundation and the Birmingham Bulls - at the Rygate Cricket grounds in
Johnson Road.
Impact: 200 youth

12.4. HEALTH CARE
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic our Cataract and Medical Screening programmes were suspended.
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12.5. Infrastructure and Development
12.5.1. Boreholes and Greening
12.5.1.1. Awqaf and Green Crescent erect greenhouses in
Lesotho village
The brainchild of the Green Crescent Society of Lesotho and
supported by Awqaf SA, the greenhouses are intended to
encourage food security, and are the result of three boreholes
being drilled in the vicinity to support the local communities.

12.5.1.2. Joining hands with Siya Kolisi through Share the Care to
secure water for the poor
Two boreholes sponsored by Awqaf SA through our Share the Care
campaign, in partnership with the Siya Kolisi Foundation and the
Crescent of Hope, will be handed over to the community under the
authority of the Matsila Royal Family.
Impact: 2 000 people supplied with water.

12.5.2. Other Boreholes
12.6. Salaam Media Food Tunnels Project
Salaam Media Foundation (SF) established an organic
and hydroponic garden located at number 90 Xavier
Street, Robertsham, Johannesburg.
The land is approximately 860 square meters and SF
intends to put up several greenhouses on the location
with Awqaf SA sponsoring 6 of these. These
greenhouses greatly enhance the production ability
and effectiveness in fresh produce production. The
produce will essentially be sold off at an
organic/hydroponic food store located at number 92 Xavier Street at present, the offices of Salaam
Foundation. It is estimated that the net annual income of the 6 tunnels shall be an estimated amount of
R60 000.

12.7. Awqaf SA sponsors DU Centre's sound recording studio
Awqaf SA was involved in the set-up of a recording studio at the DU Centre and
will support it in recording qualified South African vocal talent, preserving their
work, and allowing our community to be inspired by its own.
AWQAF SA CEO REVIEW | 2019 & 2020
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12.8. WELFARE AND RELIEF AID:
12.8.1. SOUTH AFRICA RESPONDS TO COVID-19
12.8.2. Muslim Community Responds to the Call for Social Solidarity
The Muslim Community of South Africa represented by our numerous social welfare, emergency relief, and
civil society organisations have heard the call of our President to assist the poor and vulnerable during the
21-day lockdown period.
Impact: R1 million recorded in donations to Awqaf in week one of the lockdown.

12.8.3. SA Muslims Covid-19 Response Task Team
Awqaf SA played an active role in the setup of this task team. We facilitated the launch of an App to
coordinate relief efforts. The SA Muslims COVID-19 Response Task Team is a multi-disciplinary task team
set up to co-ordinate a coherent Muslim community response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Impact: collaboration between 36 Muslim relief organisations
See more at Covid-19 Response Task Team’s efforts
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12.8.4. Share the Care reaches out to Spruit
The community of Spruit near Laudium, Pretoria joined forces with the Awqaf SA Share the Care powering
MealSA campaign in collaboration with the Peace Train Initiative of the Yusuf Islam Foundation to provide
urgent relief to vulnerable communities living in the surrounding areas of Mooiplaas, Spruit.
The project is a targeted collaboration with a number of organisations working within the Spruit
Community Support Forum. They hail from a diverse range of social backgrounds and religious groupings.
Impact: 21 000 mealie meal parcels distributed

12.8.5. Duminy Shares the Care
Former South African T20 Cricket Captain, JP Duminy, joined the Share the Care campaign powered by
Awqaf SA in partnership with Islamic Relief South Africa to distribute food hampers and face masks in
Mitchell’s Plain and Khayelitsha.
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12.9. Awqaf SA – Share the Care Food Security Waqf
FNB Islamic Banking has contributed toward the establishment of the Awqaf SA – Share the Care Food
Security Waqf, whereby a R100m National South African Food Security Endowment will be established
through Awqaf SA.

12.10. Million Free Face Campaign
The Al Kaaf Human Rights Center and Palestine Museum joined hands with
Share the Care, powered by Awqaf SA in partnership with several
stakeholders, to produce and distribute one million face masks to
vulnerable communities across South Africa. This project was championed
by the late Dr. Anwah Nagia.
Impact: 1 million South African citizens from vulnerable communities

12.11. WAQF DEVELOPMENT
12.12.

Donations to Awqaf SA are now tax
deductible
As South Africa's only dedicated waqf institution, Awqaf SA is a
Public Benefit Organisation (PBO) registered with SARS. South
African Muslims can now leave behind a waqf to help improve
the lives of others, and we will issue donors with an 18A
certificate.

12.13. Women's Month
Awqaf SA Celebrated Women’s Day by honouring Islam’s greatest women who gave their wealth in the
path of Allah. Saartjie van de Kaap, the daughter of a freed slave, became the first women to make a waqf
for the first Masjid in Cape Town.
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12.14. Awqaf of the Holy Prophet  ﷺBook Launch Webinar
Awqaf SA launched the historic first translation
into English of the book The Awqaf of the Holy
Prophet  ﷺand some of his Noble Sahabah: A
Juristic, Historical and Documented Study. The
original work is written by Dr ʿAbd Allah bin
Muḥammad bin Saʿd al-Ḥujailī and has been
translated by Prof. Yousuf Dadoo. It was
published by Awqaf SA to further public
understanding of waqf, one of the most vital of
instruments for social stability and
transformation, yet probably the least
understood of all Islamic practices. The virtual
book launch featured a panel that included Prof
Dr. Selim Argun (Vice President of Turkish
Religious Authority, Diyanet), the author Dr.Abd
Allah bin Muhammad bin Sa’d Al-Hujaili (Islamic
University of Madina) and the translator Prof.
Yousuf Dadoo (Professor Emeritus at UNISA). It
was presented by senior South African journalist
Shafiq Morton.
Impact: 300 Registered Attendees

12.15. RAMADAN 1441
12.15.1.
#Sharethecare Food Security Waqf pledge-athon
Awqaf SA hosted the #Sharethecare Food Security Waqf pledge-athon in-house via a virtual zoom session.
Impact: R12 million pledged
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12.15.2. Smart Bilal App
During Ramadaan, Muslims across South Africa were
prevented from attending masjied due to strict Covid19 restrictions. Consequently, Awqaf SA supported
the development of the SmartBilal smartphone app,
which kept communities in contact with the daily
programmes of different mosques.

12.15.3. Fasting Children of Islam Certificate
The Prophet  ﷺsaid: “There are seven categories of people who are under the
shade of Allah on the Day when there is no shade except Allah’s Shade…” One
of these categories is “…. a youth who has been raised in the worship of Allah.”
(Saheeh al-Bukhari Vol1, p.356)
To encourage our children will become flagbearers and leaders of society in the
future, insha’Allah Awqaf SA presented The Fasting Children of Islam
Certificates, in recognition of our children’s commitment and dedication to
Ramadaan and the consciousness and eagerness that display in fulfilling this act
of worship.
This year the fasting certificate was downloaded by parents who gifted the
certificate to their children, some of whom who fasted for the first time.
Impact: 2448 youth

12.15.4.

Sponsor a Quran for Ramadaan 2020

This Ramadaan, Awqaf SA crowdfunded donations for our Quran Waqf, and
we invited donors to be contribute to by sponsoring 1 of 30 000 English-only
Qurans.

12.16. EDUCATION
12.17. MJC Hifth Maths and Science Support
The Muslim Judicial Council (MJC) has signed a historic
memorandum of understanding with the Western Cape Education
Department (WCED) to regulate Islamic institutions. The MOU will
see the MJC's Academic Support Programme facilitating the
completion of English, Maths and Science. Once children have
completed their hifth, they will undergo a diagnostic test to
determine at what level they must return to school. This
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projected has been supported by Awqaf SA in the form of subsidies to learners from economically
challenged backgrounds.

12.18. Facebook #SheMeansBusiness Digital Marketing Training
Following a successful national pilot project last year that
encouraged the development of digital marketing skills among 8000
female entrepreneurs, Siyafunda CTC teamed up with Awqaf SA for a
second year to train aspiring female entrepreneurs and existing
business owners to leverage Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp for
business. The sessions took place from August to October.
Impact: 200 female entrepreneurs trained

12.19.

Masterclass – Leadership Development from an Islamic Perspective
This is an online, interactive, modularised certificate course organised by the Caribbean Muslim Network
and made possible through partnerships with international Islamic organisations, Awqaf SA and several
educational institutions. The course explores leadership skills for both young aspiring and experienced
community leaders and organisations.

12.20. WEBINARS
Due to the spread of Covid-19 that prevented training courses, workshops, public talks and seminars from
taking place, Awqaf SA hosted a series of webinars on Zoom, which were also livestreamed via Facebook. A
list follows:

12.20.1.
Webinar: Waqf in Nigeria and the Unexplored
Opportunities within the Law
Following a successful visit by Awqaf SA CEO to Nigeria in 2019, we
decided to host a Webinar entitled: "Waqf in Nigeria and the
Unexplored Opportunities within the Law."
Thought leaders in Nigeria’s Waqf Sector shared their expertise
and knowledge in this session, which was well received by
attendees.
Impact: 200 registered attendees

12.20.2.

Webinar: Waqf in Zanzibar
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Awqaf SA hosted an informative Webinar on Waqf in Zanzibar where Prof. Hikmany and Prof. Issa Ziddy
shared their experience about Waqf development in the region. This Webinar was jointly hosted by the
Centre for Islamic Complaince and Advice (CIFCA), the World Awqaf Forum (WAF), and the Waqf and Trust
Commission – Zanzibar.
Impact: 185 Registered attendees

12.20.3.
Islamic Geometry
Awqaf SA hosted an introduction to Islamic Geometry with Yousha Sader.
Novice and experienced artists enjoyed this intensive virtual course, in which
they learned how to construct a zellige tile work pattern, of those found in the
Al-Hambra Palace in Spain.
Impact: 120 registered attendees

12.20.4.
Corporate Governance for Islamic NPOs
This webinar series shared corporate governance best practices for
Islamic NPOs to help address any governance challenges they may be
facing. This event was jointly hosted by Awqaf SA, AMAL, UUCSA and
Sanzaf, and forms part of a programme to develop a Corporate
Governance Code. This has been spearheaded by Suleman Badat who
has served as a pass Member of the King IV Committee. We hosted the
first session in July, which was followed by another in August and the
next one will take place on the 17th October.
Impact: 670 registered attendees

12.20.5.
Hagia Sophia Webinar
The establishment of the Hagia Sophia as a museum after the conquest of
Constantinople by Sultan Fatih in 1453, symbolised the entrenchment of
an era under Islamic rule that ensured justice, peace and religious
tolerance for all the citizens under the Ottoman rule irrespective of their
religious beliefs or creed.
In August, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan recently converted the
Hagia Sophia back into a mosque. Awqaf SA hosted a webinar to discuss
this development, featuring experts of the topic, including Prof. Talip and
Prof. Dr. Azmi Azcan.
Impact: 481 registered attendees
AWQAF SOUTH AFRICA: REPORT ON COVID-19 RELIEF
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Introduction
THE advent of the world-wide Covid-19 pandemic at the end of last year, with the virus spreading across
the globe in early 2020, saw many countries entering into lockdowns, or at least, taking measures to try to
prevent the spreading of the disease.
In South Africa, President Cyril Ramaphosa announced a five-phase lockdown in late March. For a jobstressed economy like the Republic, there were many challenges. The most pressing one – due to a
restriction of movement and the loss of work – was the plight of the poor, who faced immediate food
shortages and difficulties in taking preventative actions to prevent the spread of the virus.
This placed huge demands on the NGO sector. To this effect, Awqaf SA in collaboration with other National
Organisations initiated the South African Muslim Covid-19 Task Team to coordinate relief efforts and to
ensure that there was no unnecessary duplication of effort. In this process, joint projects and partnerships
were fostered to maximise on the ground impact.
Collectively, the Muslim community – via its NGOs, humanitarian agencies, mosque committees and
concerned citizens – distributed in excess of R75 million in relief aid to South African citizens of all stripes.
______________________________________________________________
Awqaf SA Share the Care COVID-19 Projects


Share the Care One Million Free Fabric Face Mask Campaign in collaboration with the Al Kaaf
Human Rights Centre of Cape Town, the Black Business Forum, the World Memon Organisation and
many others, saw a mass distribution of face masks in a R10 million project that impacted
communities across South Africa.



Share the Care Borehole Project with national hero Springbok rugby captain, Siya Kolisi, saw the
provision of safe, reliable and clean water for two villages in the Limpopo and Venda districts. They
were drilled by the Crescent of Hope organisation at the behest of Awqaf SA. Kolisi also distributed
sanitising equipment and soap.



SMME relief fund - Of particular importance is our collaboration with the Willowton Oil group,
Giving for Hope Trust Al Barakah, the South African Muslim Charitable Trust in the establishment of
an SMME relief fund. The aim of the foundation is to create a pool of R500 million to enable
SMMEs to access capital to weather the economic storm of Covid-19.
An amount of R136 million has been raised thus far to extend a helping hand to distressed SMME’s
that have been hard hit by the economic impact the Covid-19 Lockdown period has had on small
and medium businesses. Awqaf SA has contributed R5 million to this fund. SMME’s are part of the
backbone of our South African economy and the engine for job growth. Their survival during the
Covid-19 period is absolutely critical
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________________________________________________________________
Awqaf SA Food Security Initiatives
Background
The National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa (Awqaf SA™) was pioneered in 2000 as an independent,
community-based and owned, trust dedicated to the establishment of the institution of Waqf (via a
Community Sovereign Endowment Fund) and the empowerment of lesser privileged communities.
Awqaf SA, as the leading charitable endowment (Waqf) institution in Southern Africa, invests community
donated funds and spends the income generated from its investments to fund a variety of community
development projects.
We noted the immense pressure the COVID-19 pandemic had on communities across South Africa with
many needy households crippled by the economic consequences of the lockdown. During these
unprecedented times, we committed to assisting the nation in overcoming this challenge through our
ongoing community development projects.
A project of particular importance in the current COVID-19 pandemic period was the establishment of the
Awqaf SA Share the Care Food Security Endowment that aimed to establish a Food Security Fund that
would act as a shock absorber and sustainability fund to protect our communities from future economic
stresses.
At the YUSUF ISLAM FOUNDATION - PEACE TRAIN INIATIVE your invaluable contribution of GBP £30 000
(Thirty Thousand British Pounds) on behalf of your valued clients was used as part of the Awqaf SA Share
the Care Food Security Endowment Campaign that established a R100m National South African Food
Security Endowment.
In an era, where humanitarian partnerships are becoming more and more critical to alleviate poverty in a
meaningful fashion, the foundation’s active interest became part of the DNA of
our outreach, distributing 50, 000 hampers in five geographical areas and reaching 110,000 needy people.
________________________________________________________________________________
Awqaf SA Food Security Projects supported by Yusuf Islam Foundation through Peace Train Initiative




Share the Care and MealSA distributed food and hygiene items to the community of Mveso – the
birthplace of political icon, Nelson Mandela, in the poverty-stricken eastern Cape. More than 500
food hampers, 500 maize meal bags (at 10 kgs), 2,500 bars of soap, 2,500 hand sanitisers and 2,000
face masks were distributed in April to commemorate the first speech delivered by President
Nelson Mandela to the houses of Parliament in 1994.
Proteas cricket star, JP Duminy, joined Share the Care Campaign in partnership with Islamic Relief
South Africa to distribute food hampers and face masks in Mitchell’s Plain, Khayelitsha and Century

AWQAF SA CEO REVIEW | 2019 & 2020

19 | P a g e

City. Many of the recipients were associated with the JP 21 Foundation, established by the former
Proteas star to act as a developmental platform for talented kids from disadvantaged backgrounds.


Share the Care powering the MealSA Campaign joined the community of Laudium, Pretoria, to
provide urgent relief to vulnerable communities living in the surrounding area of Iteriling. 11,000
ten-kilogram maize meal bags, food hampers, facemasks, sanitisers, and soaps were donated to
needy households crippled by the economic consequences of the lockdown. A queue of some 8,000
people stretched for three kilometres.



Share the Care powering the MealSA Campaign in Spruit, Pretoria – in conjunction with local
community organisations – donated 10, 000 ten-kilogram maize meal bags, vegetable packs,
facemasks, sanitisers and soaps to needy households.



National Food Security Endowment: Awqaf SA under its Share the Care Campaign established a
purpose driven National Food Security Endowment to act as a shock absorber for any future
disaster events based on the following principles.
 Enabling immediate access to food relief mechanisms:
 Enabling large scale community-owned agricultural production projects in public-private sector
partnerships
 Allowing access to markets.
 Providing food security education
 Creation of food tunnels in urban and rural areas.

Direct Food Campaigns Awqaf SA in in collaboration with Peace Train, MealSA et al.
Area
Province Hampers
Beneficiary
Partner Organisations
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Distributed

Reach

Food

Sanitation
Pack
Sanitizer
Soap
Fabric Face
Mask

ITERELING Gauteng

11 000

44 000

Awqaf SA, Yusuf Islam
Foundation – Peace Train,
MealSA,

Daily Food
Hamper
Provisions
Maize Meal
Vegetables
Beans

MVEZO

Eastern
Cape

2500

10 000

Tswane

13 000

52 000

Daily Food
Hamper
Provisions
Maize Meal
Vegetables
Beans
Etc
Daily Food
Hamper
Provisions
Maize Meal
Vegetables
Beans
Etc

Sanitizer
Soap
Fabric Face
Mask

SPRUIT

CAPE
TOWN

Western
Cape

1000

4 000

Awqaf SA, Yusuf Islam
Foundation – Peace Train,
MealSA, Tshwane Muslims,
SANZAF/Operation SA,
Pepkor, Al Kaaf Human
Rights Centre, WMO, Black
Business Council
Awqaf SA, Yusuf Islam
Foundation – Peace Train,
MealSA,
SPRUIT COMMUNITY
SUPPORT FORUM Pretoria
Tamil League , Uplifting
Humanity , Ward61 Welfare
Community Safety , Muslims
of Tshwane , United Muslim
Forum , Madina Mercy , Abs
youth Group , highway
church , Rotary Club of
Centurion ,9114kidZ , Light
of the Needy , Mbegu and
others.
Awqaf SA, Yusuf Islam
Foundation – Peace Train,
MealSA, Islamic Relief SA
and JP21 Foundation

Daily Food
Hamper
Provisions

Sanitizer
Soap
Fabric Face
Mask

Totals

Area

Hampers

5

50 000

Sanitizer
Soap
Fabric Face
Mask

Beneficiary
Impact
110 000

For media releases per project please see Annexure A
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13. FUND RAISING
13.1. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and subsequent lockdown that was instituted by the SA

13.2.
13.3.

Government, the Trustees and Management of Awqaf SA felt that it was unfair to burden
our community with an aggressive Telethon campaign. Awqaf SA did however, launch a
Laylatu Qadr Zoom pledge line. The Zoom pledge line also coincided with the 20th
Anniversary celebration of Awqaf SA ITV remains AWQAF SA primary fund raising vehicle
since 2013.
The primary focus of the pledgeline was centered around Food Security Waqf, Imaam
Development, Quran Waqf, education and others.
A total of R8million was raised for various projects.

14. CAMPAIGN: GIVE A WAQF GIFT TO A CHILD
This pilot campaign started late during Ramadaan 1436/2015 with limited results. However, it is envisaged
that over time Awqaf SA should reach 100 000 children’s Waqf accounts being made by parents,
grandparents and family members. Hopefully these children will grow up to become Waqf contributors and
will continuously top up their waqf accounts. This campaign will be reformulated and taken to market
through various means. We ask for your support and duas in this regard. This is now also linked to the MY
WAQF CAMPOAIGN.

15. ON BROADER COMMUNITY ISSUES
At the very outset, Awqaf SA was initiated to establish the waqf system as a means to address concerns
within the community then, and its co-existence in a multicultural, multi ethnic, multi-racial, multi religious
environment. Today and going forward, the needs are becoming greater with growing numbers of muhajir
and emerging Muslim communities and also among the so called established/ ansaar communities – let
alone the broader South African Community. We are communicating with groups such as House of Ummah,
Gauteng Shura Council, Arab Communities. and others to establish relations across the spectrum. More
will need to be done in terms of Community Development and empowerment amongst muhajir and
emerging Muslim Communities. Dawah should become one of our key areas of funding and engagement.

AWQAF SA CEO REVIEW | 2019 & 2020

22 | P a g e

16. GRANT FUNDING
Awqaf SA has two downstream revenues spends;
1. Awqaf SA Projects,
2. Grant Funding for organisations working within the community. Organisations are required to
complete the Online Grant Application Form and submit the relevant documentation for
evaluation. A grant approval process is then followed.
Below is a list of the Organisations and categories funded during the period under review:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.

AFRO-MIDDLE EAST CENTRE
AGRISEED PTY LTD
AHMED KATHRADA
FOUNDATION
AL AZHAR HIGH SCHOOL
AL FALAAH COLLEGE
AL HUSNAA NPC
AL IKHLAAS ACADEMIA
LIBRARY & RESOURCE CENTRE
AL KAAF HUMAN RIGHTS
CENTRE
AL KAAF TRUST PALESTINIAN
DELEGATION
AL QALAM
AL TAWHEED ISLAMIC
CENTRE
ALKAUTHAR INSTITUTE
ALNOOR ISLAMIC CENTER
TEMBISA
ANGOLA AND NAMIBIA
QURBANI 2019
ARABIC CALLAGRAPHY
COURSE
ARCHERY KITS FOR MOSQUE
ARGUS JOURNALISM
INTERSHIP
ASRI NPC
ASSOCIATION OF MUSLIM
SCHOOLS
AWQAF SA AWARDS TO
SCHOOLS
AWQAF SA BOOK OF
PROPHET MUHAMMAD SAW
AND HIS SAHABAH
AWQAF SA FARMING
PROJECT
AWQAF SA HUJAAJ SPONSOR
2019
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24. AYOOB KAKA ATTORNEYS
TRUST FUND
25. BACKABUDDY-MEAL SA FOOD
SECURITY
26. BAITUL HIKMAH
27. BEKKERSDAL MUSLIMS
ASSOCIATION
28. BOREHOLE BOARD KATHRADA
29. BOREHOLE MOUNTVIEW
30. BOREHOLES - H
MABEKENYANE VILLAGE
31. BOREHOLES - LYDENBURG
32. BOREHOLES MAKWAKWAILA ISLAMIC
CENTRE
33. BOREHOLES - MANDLAGAZY
ISLAMIC CENTRE
34. BOSHOFF NURSERY ARBOR
DAY
35. BUCKET OF JOY NPC
36. BURMINGHAM CRICKET
FESTIVAL - HIRING SERVICE
37. CAPE TOWN BIG WALK
38. CAPE WINDS OUTSOURCE
SOLUTION
39. CATARACT PROJECT
40. CENTRAL SCHOOL FUND
41. CHAMPION SHOWCASE 2020
PRIZE
42. CHEMCRAFT PTY LTD
43. COMPUTER LABS
44. CONGRESS OF BUSINSS AND
ECONOMICS
45. COVID 19 FOOD PARCEL
DISTRIBUTION
46. COVID-19 FOOD SECURITY
47. COVID-19 RELIEF

48. DARUL ISLAM ISLAMIC HIGH
SCHOOL
49. DARUL ULOOM PRETORIA
50. DARUSHIFA XRAY SERVICES
51. DAY1 HEALTH MEDICAL AID
INSURANCE
52. DIKETO INCLUSIVE
EDUCATION
53. DURBAN CALLIGRAPHY
54. EID GIFT PACK TO ORPHANS
55. EMZED LIFESTYLE
56. ENGLISH QURAN
57. FMYO
58. GIFT OF THE GIVERS
FOUNDATION
59. GIFTED HOPE NPO
60. GIVING FOR HOPE
FOUNDATION
61. GOLD (GLOBAL
ORGANISATION FOR
LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT)
62. HANOVERPARK INNITIATIVE
CRICKET CLUB
63. HELPERS OF THE SUNNAH
64. HUMAN RIGHTS CENTRE NPC
65. ICOSA
66. IILC IN JACARTA
67. IMAM HARON CULTURAL
EVENT
68. IMAM HAROON RUGBY
TOURNAMENT
69. IMAM LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM
70. INTER MASJID TABLE TENNIS
TOURNAMENT
71. IPSA
72. ISKILLS - LEARNING MATERIAL
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73. ISLAMIC INTERFAITH
RESEARCH INSTITUTE
74. ISLAMIC PROPOGATION
CENTRE INTL
75. ISLAMIC RELIEF SA
76. ISLAMIYA GIRLS
77. JUMA MUSJID WAQF TRUST
78. KHIDMATUL AWAAM
79. KOBAC GENERAL TRAINING
80. KWANOBUHLE MASJID
BUILDING
81. K-WAY MATHS
INTERVENTION
82. LADYSMITH
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND
OPEN MOSQUE DAU
83. LENZ ART
84. M.J.LI KUNGFU
85. MADINA INSTITUTE OF
SOUTH AFRICA TRUST
86. MADRASAH
TAALEEMUDDEEN ISLAMIC
INSTITUTE
87. MAKULU TANKS
88. MANDELA DAY
89. MARAISBURG ORPHANAGE
90. MASJID MAHMOODIYAH
91. MASJID UL ISLAM
92. MASJID UTHMAN: KIT KAT
PLAZA
93. MASJIED RENOVATIONS

94. MASS IFTAAR BOSMONT
MOSQUE
95. MATHS AND SCIENCE
TUITION
96. MEAL SA
97. MERCY MISSION GENERAL
98. MINI CRICKET TOURNAMENT
LENASIA
99. MJC HIFTHS PROJECT
100. MJC WOMEN'S FORUM
101. MOROKA CHICKEN (PTY) LTD
102. MSA: SCHOOL OF THE CAPE
103. MUSLIM VIEWS
104. MUSLIM YOUTH MOVEMENT
105. MUSLIMAH TODAY
106. NADISMAIL 101 TRADING CC
107. NEWTOWN CLINICAL
RESEARCH
108. ORPHANS MASS IFTAAR GIFTS
109. OTTOMAN CRICKET CLUB
110. PALESTINE MUSEUM SOUTH
AFRICA
111. PURPLE BANDAGE NPC
112. QURAAN DISTRIBUTION
113. RAMADAAAN IFTAAR
PARCELS
114. RICO TRAILERS CC
115. SA MUSLIM PRISON BOARD
116. SAABERIE CHISHTY YOUTH
BURIAL SOCIETY
117. SAB&T FOUNDATION NPC

118. SALAAM MEDIA
FOUNDATION
119. SANDTON ISLAMIC
ASSOCIATION
120. SHAMIMA SHAIKH
MEMORIAL LECTURE
121. SHE MEANS BUSINESS
122. SISTERS SEERAH CIRCLE
123. SLAP PRODUCTION
124. SOUTH AFRICAN QUR’AAN
UNION
125. SOWETO MUSLIM SHURA
COUNCIL
126. SUFI ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
127. TASMYN GENERAL
ENTERPRISES
128. TAWAKUL
129. THE MUFTI SANJALVI
MEMORIAL TRUST
130. THE SOUTH AFRICAN
FOUNDATION OF ISLAMIC
ART TRUST
131. THE TWO LIGHTS
FOUNDATION
132. UNION OF MUSLIM STUDENT
ASSOCIATION
133. UNITAS PARK ORPHANAGE
134. VISION MEDICAL SUITE
135. VISION SKILLS
136. WAQF RESEARCH
137. WATER POWER TOWERS
138. WINTERVELD MADRESSAH

17. CRITICAL FOCUS AREAS on the WAY FORWARD
Investment: acquisition of own buildings/ portfolio development
Continue expanding the Waqf idea to organisations and institutions – decentralization
Ongoing Recruitment and training/tarbiyyah of new blood to serve on Management structures
including succession planning, leadership development, and implementation.
Management and funding of downstream projects and expanding relationships with implementing
agencies in this regard.
Continuous marketing through community and multipurpose events and projects: whether
cultural, academic, or any other innovative way.
Developing capacity and the Capacity Building Waqf.
Continuous Innovation, Initiative, Inventing, & Discovery, looking for and seizing opportunities.
Continue developing processes and institutionalization. Becoming process and systems driven.
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Building Trust and Performing should be our cornerstones, for now and for the future.
Targeting and actively pursuing the R100 million Waqf fund in the short term.
Targeting R1 billion in 10 years. Insha’Allah.

18. AWQAF SA – 3rd DECADE: TOWARDS TRANSFORMATION
A detailed proposal was presented at our Strategic Planning meeting held on Saturday 12 November 2019.
Due to Covid-19 there has been a lull in this effort. However, in the meanwhile various issues are being
addressed including:
a. Cloud based accounting system
b. Cloud based Donor Relations Management System
c. Due to the need for Volunteers as marketing agents, a cloud based Volunteer Management System
has been initiated.
d. The AWQAF SA Corporate Governance (CG) Gap Analysis is currently underway by Br Suleman
Badat who has been spearheading our joint CG Webinars. Br Sulemnan also served on the King IV
Committee on CG.
e. Bruno from Limelight has been engaged to develop marketing and media strategies around the
campaign.
f. A restructure programme headed by Br Sedick Isaacs has been under discussion and hopefully will
be finalised in the very near future with clear roles and responsibilities. This will also include a new
vision and roles for different levels of Management, Trustees/ Mutawallees for the organisation
particularly in view of functions and succession planning.
g. There is strong interest in the Microfinance sector. We have commissioned a brother to investigate
the Cooperative Banking Act and to make proposals in this regard.
h. There is strong interest also in Waqf advisory services, as well as Estate Planning since we have had
the Shariah Estate planning and also recently National wills week.
i. We have also had discussions around a Property Investment fund which we are pursuing, subject to
approval of our Board.
SHUKRAN, THANK YOU, DANKIE, NGIYABONGA, ENKOSI, SIYABONGA KAKULU, KE A LEBOGA, KE A
LEBOHA, KE A LEBOHA, NGIYABONGA, NDI A LIVHUWA, NDZI KHENSE NGOPFU.
We also celebrate our 20th anniversary by giving thanks to the Almighty for His blessings and for the
ongoing progress and development of our Foundation.
At this juncture we also remember all those loved ones who passed away. We particularly miss Moulana
Faizal Ahmed Ebrahim and brother Anwah Nagia who has consistently advised us on various issues.
Innalliahi waainnaelayi rajioon. May Allah grant their families Solace and the marhomeen Jannatul Firdose.
I wish to thank all the Founders, Mutawallees, Management, and Volunteers/ Ambassadors for the support
given during this important growing phase in the development of Awqaf SA. We ask for forgiveness for all
shortcomings, errors, and omissions and duas for the future growth and success of Awqaf SA. A special
thanks to all donors, supporters, and patrons, who have put their faith and trust in Awqaf SA and its people
and who have been a constant inspiration for us.
A thank you also goes to our esteemed auditors KPMG for the probono auditing service that they provide
for the last five financial years and to M A Kolia & Sons (Pty)Ltd for their excellent probono accounting and
administration services that they have provided since inception of Awqaf SA.
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ANNEXURE A
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PRESS RELEASE:
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, May 19, 2020
SHARE THE CARE EMPOWERING MEALSA REACHES OUT TO ITERILING COMMUNITY
THE community of Laudium, Pretoria, has joined forces with the "Share the Care powering MealSA"
campaign to provide urgent relief to vulnerable communities living in the surrounding area of ITERILING.
The project is a targeted collaboration with a number of organisations working with Share the Care
powering Meal SA to provide critical humanitarian relief to those most in need.
Over 11 000 ten-kilogram mealie meal parcels, food hampers, facemasks, sanitisers, and soaps were
donated to needy households, the majority of whom have been crippled by the economic consequences of
the COVID-19 lockdown.
Asghar Akoob, a coordinator of the project, said local organisations including the Tshwane Muslims,
SANZAF/Operation SA, Pepkor, Al Kaaf Human Rights Centre, WMO, Black Business Council and others had
joined forces to ensure that their neighbours' daily needs were met.
"Today's food and sanitation distribution follows a previous distribution, in Mooiplaas, Spruit that saw to
the needs of close to 10,000 recipients who turned out in a queue that stretched for close to three kms," he
said.
Yunus Sulaiman of the MealSA campaign said that it was necessary for civil society formations to band
together to ensure that communities across SA have food, water, and sanitation to ensure human dignity.
“Eradication of poverty is the way to peace,” said legendary singer-songwriter, Yusuf Islam/Cat Stevens.
The internationally celebrated singer-songwriter and humanitarian is now supporting the "Share the Care
powering MealSA" campaign through his new Peacetrain initiative.
"The Share the Care powering MealSA project is set to continue its campaign of feeding tens of thousands
of people across South Africa during this COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. The aim is to contribute
positively to social dignity and food security in difficult times," said Share the Care's Zeinoul Cajee.
________________________________________________________________________________
MVEZO
PRESS RELEASE:
IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 13 MAY 2020
SHARE THE CARE POWERING MEALSA GOES TO MVEZO
Today Share the Care powering MealSA, a joint COVID-19 initiative, has undertaken a collaborative relief
project in Mvezo, the birthplace of Nelson Mandela, the founding father of our democracy.
Over 500 food hampers, 500 Maize Meal bags, 2500 soaps, 2500 hand sanitisers and 2000 facemasks will
be distributed to the community of Mvezo. The facemasks are provided as a contribution of the Share the
Care 1 million Free Fabric Facemasks that is spearheaded by Kaaf Human Rights Centre, Awqaf SA, the Black
Business Council, the World Memon Organisation and others.
The project celebrates the first speech delivered by President Mandela to the houses of parliament after
the first democratic elections in April 1994.
Chief Mandla Mandela indicated that the project is significant in that it takes place at the birth place of Tata
Madiba, his grandfather, on the occasion of his historic address to parliament, this at a time when we are
battling the severe effects of the COVID-19 pandemic that has hit our country. He further indicated that the
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most vulnerable communities, especially in the rural areas, are suffering the most as they have severely
limited access to food, water and sanitation.
Yunus Sulaiman of Meal SA said that the organisation started its mission to distribute 100 000 bags of
maize meal across South Africa, but has discovered that the need is far greater and that much more is
needed.
As a consequence, MealSA has joined forces with several organisations to provide food relief to vulnerable
communities across SA.
“Eradication of poverty is the way to Peace” said legendary singer-songwriter Yusuf Islam / Cat Stevens. The
internationally celebrated humanitarian has now joined the campaign through his Peacetrain initiative.
Devoted to educational and philanthropic causes, he holds South Africa’s Nelson Mandela up to be the
model peacemaker.
Zeinoul Cajee, CEO of Awqaf SA, said that the Share the Care campaign powering MealSA has been
undertaken to provide food relief to the most unprotected in our society. Cajee said, “South Africa is one
the most inequitable countries in the world and a strong civil society is needed to ensure our communities
have dignity by having food, clean water and adequate shelter.”
Cajee added that further relief projects would be undertaken in the coming days at Spruit near Sunderland
Ridge in Centurion and at Itireling neighbouring Laudium, near Pretoria.

________________________________________________________________________________
PRESS RELEASE:
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, May 14, 2020
SHARE THE CARE EMPOWERING MEALSA REACHES OUT TO SPRUIT COMMUNITY
THE community of Spruit near Laudium, Pretoria, has joined forces with the "Share the Care powering
MealSA" campaign to provide urgent relief to vulnerable communities living in the surrounding areas of
Mooiplaas, Spruit.
The project is a targeted collaboration with a number of organisations working within the Spruit
Community Support Forum. They hail from a diverse range of social backgrounds and religious groupings.
Over 10 000 mealie meal parcels, vegetable packs, facemasks, sanitisers and soaps were donated to needy
households, the majority of whom have been crippled by the economic consequences of the COVID-19
lockdown.
Ziyaad Shaboddin, coordinator of the project, said local organisations like, United Muslim Forum, Highway
Church, Rotary Club of Centurion, Uplifting Humanity, Pretoria Tamil League, Ward61 Welfare Community
Safety, Muslims of Tshwane, Madina Mercy, Abs youth Group, 9114kidZ, Light of the Needy, Mbegu,
Pretoria Bhajanai Mandram and others had joined forces under the banner of the Spruit Community
Support Forum to ensure that their neighbours' daily needs were met.
"Today's food and sanitation distribution follows a previous distribution that saw to the needs of close to
8000 recipients who turned out in a queue that stretched for close to three kms," he said.
Yunus Sulaiman of the MealSA campaign said that it was necessary for civil society formations to band
together to ensure that communities across SA have food, water and sanitation to ensure human dignity.
“Eradication of poverty is the way to peace ,” said legendary singer-songwriter, Yusuf Islam/Cat Stevens.
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The internationally celebrated singer-songwriter and humanitarian is now supporting the "Share the Care
powering MealSA" campaign through his new Peacetrain initiative.
"The Share the Care powering MealSA project is set to continue its campaign of feeding thousands of
people across South Africa during this COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. The aim is to contribute positively
to social dignity and food security in difficult times," said Share the Care's Zeinoul Cajee.
______________________________________________________________________________
PRESS RELEASE
DUMINY SHARES THE CARE
Former South African T20 Cricket Captain, JP Duminy, joined the Share the Care campaign powered by
Awqaf SA in partnership with Islamic Relief South Africa to distribute food hampers and face masks in
Mitchell’s Plain, Khayelitsha and Century City.
Many of the recipients are associated with the JP 21 Foundation, established by the former Proteas star to
act as a developmental platform for talented kids from disadvantaged backgrounds. In addition to the food
hampers, over 1,000 reusable fabric facemasks were distributed to the local community.
Duminy said it was a privilege to be part of this initiative. “As the founder of the JP 21 Foundation we have
been involved in the Mitchell’s Plain and Khayelitsha communities for over 5 years, and COVID has kicked
us all down in some way and therefore we have partnered with Awqaf SA to be part of the processes of
helping to save lives.”
"The collaboration in this project between Awqaf SA and Islamic Relief is commendable as we try to
maximise the limited resources that we have at our disposal during the trying COVID-19 times. It is this type
of collaboration during these times that avoids duplication and allows us to reach more vulnerable people
as a result," said Awqaf SA deputy CEO, Mickaeel Collier.
Islamic Relief CEO, Yusuf Mohammed joined the distribution and indicated that this was part of a larger
project of food distribution that Islamic Relief is part of in which they are distributing food hampers and
essential items to communities across South Africa.
Awqaf SA through its Share the Care 1 Million Free Mask campaign that is done in association with the Al
Kaaf Human Rights centre, the World Memon Organisation, the Black Business Council and others have
donated 10 000 free fabric face masks to Islamic Relief to distribute across Cape Town.
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