
WAQF - A NATIONAL DRIVE 
 
Muslims constitute 25% of the world's population, endowed with 60% of the world's natural 
resources but tragically constitute 80% of the world's poor, the deprived, the subjugated and 
the oppressed. As a balance sheet for the world of Islam, this says it all. 
 
The situation today is even worse. What were once former great cities and centers of 
learning such as Baghdad, Damascus, Fallujah, Aleppo, Mosul, Kabul, Tripoli and Sanaa, 
are bombed and razed to the ground. 
 
It is impossible to conceive how such cities can ever be resurrected without help from the 
people themselves unlike the Western nation-state model which indulges more in the looting 
and plundering of other nation's resources to sustain its Marshall Plan. 
 
For us Muslims, Islam has given us the financial models and instruments of economic 
distributive justice such as zakaat, sadaqah, fitrah and Waqf to achieve these developments, 
of which instruments, Waqf is the principal objective of our current national drive. 
 
The Zakaat is a religious obligation for all Muslims who meet the necessary criteria of wealth 
and it is distributed to eight categories of people who qualify to benefit from zakat funds. 
 
The Sadaqah voluntary charity and is not restricted to giving part of our wealth or material 
possessions or any special deed of righteousness.  Islam considers all good deeds as Sadaqah 
that increase our faith. 
 
The Fitra is a gift of food or money that each baligh individual pays on the day of Eid-ul-Fitr, 
that is, on seeing the new moon of the month of Shawwal. This is a "zakat" or charitable tax. 
 
A Waqf is a religious endowment (permanent dedication of one’s wealth or a portion of it, in 
the form of cash, assets, or kind, which remains preserved, with only the disbursement of its 
returns generated that are used for permissible projects in accordance to the wishes of the 
donor. 
 
The Waqf system has enabled Islamic countries to survive and overcome great devastation 
and destruction, beginning with the Mongol barbarians of the 13th Century, the heavily 
weaponized colonizing barbaric acts of Europe in the 16th Century and the nuclear armed 
barbaric acts of the Zionist captured US and EU of the 21st Century. 
 
No other civilization will have survived such brutal onslaught repeatedly but for Islam's 
inherent strength and moral and ethical basis of self-help and compassion. This appears 
clear in the objective of Islamic intention of goodness and well-being of the human being. It 
resonates with the human development index  
 
In our three centuries of history in South Africa, we too, went through onslaughts of a not 
dissimilar kind, first through enforced slavery in the 17th Century; then through a racially 
profiled program of repatriation in the first half of the 19th Century; then through enforced 
apartheid segregation and discrimination. We survived these turbulent times with our values 
intact. . It is against this geopolitical background that we in South Africa need to embark 
humanity on the Road Map to enlightened self reliance. 
 
Under the new Constitutional Dispensation, we have the freedom to choose. We have, as 
indeed every human being has, only one of two paths. Either we be dependant or we 
become self reliant. 



 
There is no middle ground. 
To be dependent is morally untenable. To be self-reliant and a productive help to fellow 
citizens, is a supreme Islamic duty.  
 
Waqf is the mechanism for the fulfilment of that duty. It is both institutional as well as people-
driven. Waqf as institutions, already exist in the traditional sense.  
 
− In the 1980's, a semi-formal enquiry reported that there were approximately 780 

mosques and about half of that number as informal Madressas in South Africa. Today we 
assume that the number exceeds a thousand with scores of mussallas as well. All 
require funding for their maintenance and upkeep.  

− There are Darul Ulooms (institutes of Islamic Studies) and some 80 private and semi-
private schools.  

− There are also the well-known family Waqf trusts.  
 
But sadly none of these valuable hardware act in sync and co- ordinate with each other to 
maximize for the common good of all.  
 
At best they constitute pockets of excellence in an otherwise vast space of fragmentation. It 
is hoped that there will come a time soon that in unity lies strength and more can be 
recovered of lost ground if such traditional waqfs with similar objectives share the workload. 
 
What is more important for the purpose of this national drive is to revive the culture of Waqf 
which should be people-centric and people-driven. Every person, whether breadwinner or a 
housewife or a child or an elderly parent or sibling or other family should have the 
opportunity to have a Waqf of his or her own.  
 
Anything and everything that serves the common good and welfare of the human being, 
whether it is the provision of a bench in a park for the elderly or a shade for the infirm or 
water for stray animals or a book in the library for a student accords completely with the 
objectives of Islamic Values. 
 
In this culture of giving and sharing we become more than just a leaf in the tree that provides 
you with shade but when the season is over it fades and dies or is blown away and no longer 
there to  help when we experience a cold wind in our lives. 
 
Nor that of the branch which though stronger than the leaf requires to be tested before we 
put the unexpected weight that befalls our lives to depend upon it. Sometimes the branch is 
not strong enough to be reliable when we need it most. 
 
Rather we be the roots of that tree which, though few and far less than the leaves and the 
branches, operate in total self-effacement to continue to provide support and strength in 
standing up the tree against the wind, storms and hardships of life; to enable us to grow, 
flourish and flower for the benefit of all, at all times nourishing, watering, fertilizing and 
energizing the tree for decades to come. 
 
This is Waqf. 
 
In the same way that the tree provides a nest for birds, flowers for bees and fruits for animals 
and humans and a shade for all, all of these beneficiaries are attracted to it as a common 
meeting place. Likewise a Waqf serves to connect. When we connect, we collaborate. When 



we collaborate we comprehend, when we comprehend, we contribute. In this road map, our 
society starts transforming from a society of imitation to a society of innovation. 
This is the essential message and objective of Waqf. 
Allah Almighty, in HIs Infinite Wisdom Wills a time for everything. In this hour, our time has 
come. 
Hafez Abu Bakr	


