
	

Additional Information on WAQF 

1. WAQF in Historical Perspective 

Over some 14 centuries, Waqf spread worldwide and became a major role-player in 
the various sectors of community development for e.g. in the (i) educational (ii) 
social, and (iii) economic development of Muslim societies.  

During the Osmani Caliphate based in Istanbul the entire Health, Education, and 
Welfare budget came from its charitable foundations. 

Social role –  

Waqfs provided for medical centres and hospitals, they helped the poor perform 
pilgrimage, helped poor women get married, provided homes for the orphans, the 
elderly and the blind.  

The Waqf system also played a significant role in the economic development of 
communities 

Educational role –  

Waqf was closely linked to the mosque, which served not only as a place of worship, 
but also as the centre where students came to learn from instructors specialised in 
different branches of knowledge; students fees were paid for and received board and 
lodge; teachers were paid and accommodated. 

2. Awqaf united the international Muslim Ummah 

The Waqf system built a network of social, cultural and economic relations at an 
international level which brought Muslims together and fostered the spirit of 
cooperation and solidarity among them.  

Awqaf Al Haramayn, created a set of intersections and reactions among the peoples 
of the Islamic world. Thousands of Waqf institutions established to address the local 
needs (assisting pilgrims to perform pilgrimage) and the needs of the rest of Muslims 
from different countries, starting with the original country and finishing at the two 
Holy Mosques. 

Waqfs opened up channels of academic communication among Moslem scholars. 

Awqaf led to the establishment of residential quarters for foreign students and 
merchants, provided accommodation and all other necessary facilities for them in 
other Islamic countries.  

Large ships were built to carry food and related goods to the Holy Land thus 
establishing cross - border trading between the Islamic countries and Hejaz thereby 
strengthening political and social ties.   

The Waqf deed of Sultan Sulaiman al Qanuni (960H – 1553 AD) required that two 
big ships were to be built to transport the harvest from the Suez port to Jeddah and 
Yanbu in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 



Muslims, irrespective of the geographical factors, managed to set up Waqf 
institutions thus establishing a strong Ummah. The institution of Waqf helped defend 
the Ummah and extend help whenever needed. 

 Another important aspect was the emergence of the humanitarian aspect of Islam. 

3. The West Learnt about Trusts from Islam 

Europeans benefited from the Waqf system during their stay in the Muslim countries, 
especially during the Crusades from the 11th century BC. Monica Gaudiosi 
maintains that 'Islamic Waqf system impacted the development of British Trust 
Foundation'. The administrative and legal model in Europe after the 16th century is 
directly connected with the Waqf formula of Islamic countries. 

European immigrants to America, mainly the British, transmitted the Waqf formula at 
the beginning of the 17th century. American NGO’s with its foundations, non–profit 
organisations and charitable trusts were close to the idea of Waqf. 

4. Decline of the Waqf institution 

From the heights that the institution of Awqaf reached it gradually declined to 
become almost insignificant. There are various reasons for this, some of which are: 

(i) Colonisation:  

From 17th century colonises began a policy of splitting the Islamic world. They 
sought to damage the Waqf system because: 

• It unified the Muslims and  
• It posed a legal obstacle against the seizure of lands by the various colonial 

authorities. 

In Morocco in 1928 the French colonists transferred 10 000 hectares of land & in 
1930, 160 lots while 288 real estate properties were sold; bequest buildings were 
occupied by the colonists; big loans from Waqf money were given to the services 
related to its administration and were never reimbursed. 

They left damaged mosques and schools neglected and abandoned; some 
prestigious schools were turned into barns for animals.  

In Syria the French colonises:  

• Clamped down on the Waqf administrations  
• Neglected the means of investing them  
• Laws were enacted by which Awqaf were put under these authorities who 

usurped part of them 
• Confiscated others or distributed them to the collaborationists. 

What the French did in Syria and Morocco was repeated in Algeria, Tunisia and 
Lebanon. 

(ii) Suppression of Muslim-minorities:  



In central Russia and Siberia, most of the Awqaf in the Volga region were liquidated 
in 1552 and fully abolished by 1730. A new attempt to finance Awqaf undertaken in 
1917 established the National Treasury. This was also seized by the authorities and 
the Awqaf were finally eliminated in 1929. 

(iii) The rise of the modern state:  

The beginning of the 19th century saw the rise of the modern Arab state. The state 
began to cover all areas of social life, including areas covered by Waqf began to 
subjugate Waqf. It introduced legislative framework which:  

• Changed Waqf administration from civil management to become a body into a 
ministry, and  

• Restricted Waqf to religious rituals. 
(iv) The legal status of Awqaf after the independence of the Arab and 

Islamic countries 

These legislations encouraged some Arab countries to put Awqaf under the 
management of the Ministry of Awqaf. 

The Ministries of Awqaf were authorised to change the channels of spending without 
checking with the Waaqifs (dedicators) and in some countries the Awqaf were lost 
due to negligence or seizure. 

This occurred for example in Egypt, and Tunisia – cancelled altogether in 1957 and 
no more Waqfs can be created. 

5. Some international examples of WAQFS 
5.1 Bequest at the service of worship 
(i) Mosques 

All mosques are Waqf for the sake of Allah. 

• Al Karawiyin Mosque in Fes was financed by Fatima Al Fihriya in 245 H. 
• Al Andalusiyin Mosque in Fes was financed by her younger sister Maryam Al 

Fihriya in 245 H. 
• Masaouda Al Wazkitia, mother of a Caliph built the Bab Doukkala Mosque in 

Marrakesh in 995 AH, equipping it with a library and bequest for scholarly 
chairs. 
 

(ii) Waqf memorising the Holy Qur'an and reading the "Hizb"  
 

(iii) Waqf for the elderly who stay in mosques and regularly participate in 
prayers 
 

(iv) Waqf for people who would remind people before prayers to straighten 
your lines. 

(v) Waqfs for people crossing some towns or villages on their way to 
pilgrimage 

 



5.2 Scientific and educational Waqf endowment 
• The University of Al Qarawiyin, the oldest in Morocco 
• The Waqfs resulted in an increase of scholarly chairs and students who 

benefitted from board and scholarships. 
• Scientific and religious personalities from Europe came to visit it one being 

Pope Sylvester II who studied for a period of time in Al Qarawiyin before he 
became Pope. 

• Bequests covered teachers’ wages and students’ food and board. 

5.3 Public facilities of society 

• Providing water  
• Providing water by digging wells, building water fountains, building water 

canals to transport water from its source to the place of use. These 
provided the city with water, ablution places, public baths and other 
necessities for dwellers.  

• Other public services included building bridges, town walls, lightening of 
alleys and dedicating land for use as graveyards. 

• Waqf endowments for the sick and the disadvantaged 
• health care institutions & special hospitals for the mentally ill 
• A salary was allocated to the ill for their needs, and another for the people 

who nursed them. 
• Dwellings for categories of people with handicaps or with contagious 

illnesses. For e.g. there was a place housing people who had leprosy that 
had two hundred rooms 

• There was a Waqf for the blind and disabled in Marrakech. 
• There were Waqf endowments for curing certain birds. In the Sidi Frej 

Hospital in Fes there was a Waqf endowment devoted for injured storks.  
• Rations are given to whoever fed them, cured or dressed their wounds. 

5.4 Waqf for marriage and needy married couples 

• In Fes - furnished houses where poor people could organize their 
weddings and stay for a few days. 

• Some houses were for the blind to get married. 
• In Marrakech there was a house for women in marital problems. Their 

needs and even maintenance were provided for. 
 

6. South African Experiences 
• Sarah van den Kaap, the Muslim woman who descended from slave 

ancestors who was the first woman to make a Waqf for the first masjid/ 
madrasah in Cape Town (known as Masjid Al Awwal) in 1798. 

• The Lockhat Wakuff established with GBP3000 in 1934 and which has 
contributed immensely to schools, madrasahs and even an ambulance for 
public use to the Red Cross Society. 

• ML Sultan Waqf 
• Shah Mohamed Trust  



• Grey Street Jummah Masjid 
• National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa (Awqaf SA)  
• The Orphan Endowment Waqf Fund (Albaraka Bank/IQRAA Trust/Islamic 

Relief) 


