
Johannesburg’s Ellis Park Sports Arena  echoed with the glory of Qur’anic recitations, plays , skits, nasheeds in a unique cultural and 

educational concert  in an atmosphere and spirit of brotherhood and sisterhood. It was indeed their day! For many children,  

it was  a once-in-a- lifetime opportunity. The Qur’an is our heritage.  Our children will cherish it forever.  Inshallah. 

The event was celebrated during post-apartheid South Africa’s  

Heritage Week, under the theme of  “ I shall Love, Learn and Live the Qur’an.”   

It exposed children to a programme centred on the role and relevancy of the Quran in the 21st C.  This together with the focus on unity 

pervaded the entire event. Said a school Principal:   “The theme of unity and diversity embodied in the Qur’anic message resonated 

throughout the day.”

Participating Schools and Madressahs: Crescent of Hope  (Evaton, Kathlehong, Kliptown, Orange Farm, Protea South, Protea Industrial, Rietvallei, 
Thembalihle);  Al Tauheed (Ennerdale, Rietfontein, Sebokeng, Bilal Centre, Lenasia South, Brits, Leslie, Wielers Farm, Palm Ridge, Grasmere) Association of Mus-
lim Schools (AMS); Lenasia Muslim School; Saberie Chishti (Lenasia, Orange Farm); Johannesburg Muslim School; Bosmont Madressah; Eldorado Park Muslim 
School; An Noor Madressah; Auckland Park Academy of Excellence; Madressah Zia Ul Badr; Roshnee Muslim School; Al Ghazali College; PMT Sunni Muslim 
School;  Newclare Juma Masjid & Madressah; Bosmont Muslim School; Hidayatul Islam - Emdeni, Soweto; Madressatul Bayaan - Mayfair; Madressa OmarFarouk 
- Mayfair;  Central Islamic Trust (CIT); Springs Muslim School; Evaton West  Madressah; Ormonde Muslim Association; Madressah Rashidiyyah; Robertsham 
Islamiyyah ; Abna ul Islam Erasmia; AlIhsaan Madressah  – Maraisburg;  Protea South Madressah;  Nurul Islam Ext 9 Lenasia; SAMA School; Gabieboelah 
Madressah Riverlea; Masjid ul Rahman Riverlea; Madressah Tahfeezul Quraan, Florida;  Ennerdale Madressah AlShafieya Al Islamiya; Greater Rustenburg Dawah 
Organisation; Greenside Muslim Association; Universal Islamic & Cultural Trust (UICT) (Bez Valley, Pretoria, Springs, Mayfair) Madressah Ashraful Uloom  
(Marlboro, Alexandra, Edenvale, Bryanston); Darul Uloom Pretoria; Brazzaville Madressah; Iterileng Madressah

Message from the Steering Committee:
All Praise and Thanks is due to Allah for a very successful event.  We ask for forgiveness for any shortcomings and if your name has been omit-

ted in this brochure.  A hearty thanks and barakallahufikum to the trustees, management, volunteers, marshalls, donors, sponsors, schools, 

madressahs, parents, governing bodies, the media, bus companies, taxis, venue providers,  and all other service providers for a wonderful day and 

an extraordinary event. May Allah grant all unlimited barakah,  thawaab and rizk in their  lives for their support and help.  May you always open 

your hearts to the Children of Islam. 
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Transport

The transportation of over 4000 children to the venue with some 60 bus loads involving 9 bus companies was indeed a feat. Children were 
transported in the early hours of the morning from as far and wide as Leslie in Mpumalanga; Brits in the North West;  Roshnee, Sebokeng, 
Evaton, and Orange Farm in South Gauteng; Lenasia and Lenasia South, Grasmere, Weilers farm, Ennerdale, Eldorado Park, Nancefield, Kliptown, 
Soweto,  various suburbs of Johannesburg including Fordsburg, Mayfair, Newclare, Riverlea, Bosmont, Maraisburg, Marlboro, and Alexandra;  
and Laudium, Erasmia, Atteridgeville/Brazzaville from Tswane/Pretoria. A special thank you to Eagle Liners; Freeway Coaches; Gauteng 
Coaches; Advent Coaches; Sulaimans Coaches; Toots Coaches; Cassim Parak Bus Service; Eldo Coaches; Sun Set Africa Coaches for making the 
transportation of our “Children of Islam” possible.

Food Distribution:   A massive operation of packaging and distributing 5000 break snack packs and lunches was underdaken both before 
and during the event.  Children were given a packet of biscuits, a soft drink and a packet of chips during the break and also provided with a 
wholesome pie, banana, apple, and another soft drink for lunch – all free of charge through gracious part/full sponsorships.  

Volunteers:   Over 150 Volunteer Marshalls were assigned to various clusters including the Steering Committee;  Security,  Bus,   Venue, 
Logistics, Welcome, Registration, Programme,  Logistics, Food and Catering, Media & Communications, Bus Logistics,  

Raeesa Cajee; Zakiyyah Kolia; Ayesha Osman; Zubaida Waja; Saajida Esat; Naadira Munshi;Ismail Kolia;Rashida  Vachiat;Ghadija Chopdat; Aadil Cajee;  Shameera Samodien; Aadil 

Khader;Zeenat Khan; Fareed Essack; Omar Dreyer;Nazeem Heuvel;Aysha Ramadan; M.Irfaan Amoojee;Imraan Patel; Hussein Kalla; Waseela Essack; Soudah  Osman; Nooreen Khan; Qaisara 

Khan; Latiefa Heuvel; Firdous Davids; Asa Goolam; Shuhayma Allie; Latiefa Heuvel; Charmaine  Allie; Wahida Byuris; Aisha  Peterson; Juby  Khan; Mohammed Ismail; Faatema Ismail; Irfaan  

Kolia;Yumna Bham;Naadhirah  Loonat; Shaziah Hajee; Razia Kara; Zahida Kara; Abdullah Moosa; Anees Mohamed; Umar-Faruq Cajee; Shaahid Cajee; Zohra Badat; Suleiman Badat; 

Faheem Mahomed; Zaheer Zardad; Naeema  Ramadan; Abdur Rahman Laily; Zahir Cajee; Aadila Mahomed; Zafeer Nagdee; Uzayr Gardee; Dawood Gathoo;Goolam Mohamed;Mohamed 

Loonat;Mahmood Bhyat;Mohamed Ebrahim;Ahmed Moosa;Zaheer Jadas;Sheeraz Pelwan;Iqbal Mahmood; Ebrahim Daya;Nazeer Adam; Ayoob Bhoola; Fuad Bhagdadi; Temmy Randeria; 

Shabier Dudan; Yusuf Taraj; Nabil Ebrahim;Riaz Laher; Aboo Mohammed; Zeyn Sarwan; Mohammed Bhamjee; Ebrahim Patel; Sohail Mayet; Yusuf Ebrahim; Thahier Momoniat; Imraan 

Mayet; Yusuf Shaik; Mohammed Yusuf Ebrahim; Anver Ganchi; Hassan Khan; Ahmed Taraj; Agie Valoria; Sulaiman Hans; Fatima Mahomed Kolia; Yunus Dealmeida; Yasin Kolia; Sameeha 

Kolia; Ikbal Kolia; Basheer Kolia; Hasan De almeida; Husain De almeida; Yusuf Patel; Minhaj Jeenah; Shir`a Jeenah; Aneesa Mahomed; Abdurrahman Essat; Taskeen Hassim; Raheel Hassim; 

Moosa Raoof Kolia; Abur Rashid Phili; Muhammed Abineri; Sherif; Fayaaz Lloyd Ganuka; Saleh (Holly) Nhenderere; Owen Dimba; Jimmy Issah; Zareena De almeida; Rabiya Kolia; Fouzia 

Kolia; Shereen Kolia; Uzma Hayat; Amaarah Bhamjee; Miriam Nhenderere; Shaheeda Bhyat; Riyadh Abdullah; Sameer Minty; Mohammed Badat; Zahraa Essa; Zaakir Essa; Bukhari Mbele; 

Mikail Khan; Ibrahim Patel; Sameehah Yasin Kolia; Aadila Basheer Kolia; Mariam Saleh – Kolia. Sumaya Chopdat; Abdusssalaam Mia; Anwar Jhetam

Quotes: Shukran for a memorable day. This was one occasion where demographics was blurred  for cultural diversity; where the expressive and 
forceful message of wahdat-ul-ummat was articulated….5000 packs in the morning and again lunch packs-a phenomenal enterprise!   We are 
definitely looking forward to your next jalsah.  Our sincere appreciation to the Awqaf SA  members, officials and all the volunteers who made this mega-
event an enriching experience. Moulana Abbas Ali,  Aboo Khan, and  Mudeer Abdul Kader Chuegley, Springs Muslim School

I think the concept of having such an event is fantastic… I take my hat off to the organisers of this event.  It’s a non trivial exercise. Yes, there are always 
areas for improvement, but by and large, I think it was a great job. Jazakallah for making us part of this…    Moulana Sayed Yusuf  & Riaaz Essack,  
Saaberie Chishty Dawah Centre   

The marshalls were extremely helpful, patient, and friendly.  Muallima  Amina Kaldine,  Baitul Ilm

Thank you so much for your time. The 2nd Children of Islam Jalsa in  commemoration of the 1400th Year of the revelation of the Holy Quran was a huge 
success…, largely due to help like yours. We so be thankful for taking time out of your busy life and the lives of those around you.  Your support won’t be 
forgotten. You deserve it! Sheikh  Ali Ibrahim Ali, Mudeer of Madressa Al Bayaan 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be part of such a dynamic team of energetic people. Through this experience I have come to understand 
“UBUNTU” (Togetherness; Oneness) much better. The process of empowerment can be a learning for other organisations. In this that you show trust 
responsibility, guidance and support plus have fun at the same time. What I like is the manner in which the team communicates to each other verbally. 
This team displayed good mannerism, politeness, energy, courage, always willing to go the extra mile and initiative.  Rashid Booysens, Bus Marshall 
Coordinator

It was indeed our pleasure to be there.  All the teachers together with the children were greatly inspired and really enjoyed it to the fullest, Jazakallah for 
everything and for having us as your guests.  May Allah accept and grant Awqaf SAf barkat and success in every project (Aameen) Muallimah Wudaa 
Fakier and from All the educators at Newclare Jumuah Masjid



Objectives of the jalsah included  reinforcement of  the Muslim identity;  instilling confidence; building bonds; cooperation;  highlighting 
importance and messages of the Qur’an; promoting  Islam as a way of life; promoting  unity in a multicultural and diverse ummah; for the 
pleasure of Allah.  (Inshallah)  

Indeed this  was  a once-in-a- lifetime experience for every learner/ child (indeed also for adults) where children from diverse backgrounds 
and the rainbow ummah of Islam shared in the spirit of brotherhood/ ukhuwa and unity, to be part of the biggest gathering under one roof…
Alhamdulillah ...  For those who attended , it was an experience  well appreciated as something that   will be embedded in memories forever and 
will impact educationally and positively on their lives… inshallah. 

Highlights

The children participated in an interactive extravaganza of Quranic recitation, plays, historical stories and musical performances.  The inspiring 
story of Tuan Guru (Imam Qadi Abdus Salaam), an Indonesian  judge and scholar who was exiled to South Africa and imprisoned on Robben 
Island  during the Javanese freedom struggle against  the colonial Dutch Government is one of the inspiring accounts of early Muslims relayed 
to the children. Tuan Guru wrote the entire Qu’ran from memory during his 13 years of incarceration on Robben Island.. Tuan Guru’s role was 
played by Qari Zaheer Zardad, who is the 7th generation descendent of the Imam, and whose melodious recitation enthralled the audience, 
drawing parallels to the Tuan’s recitation to his prison guards some 300 years ago.

The legendary Zain Bhika, a local favourite, brought his inspirational and melodious tunes to the event.  A rendition of the SA National Anthem 
in Arabic by the Bosmont Muslim was a crowd pleaser, as were various nasheeds and songs. 

An inspirational play From the Dark ages to the Golden ages focussed on Muslim inventions inspired by the Quran. The children were also 
given the opportunity to learn about the House of Wisdom, a place of learning opened by Al Khwarizmi, the father of Algebra. They were also 
introduced to Ibn Al Haitham, the mathematician who first championed the scientific methodology.

The Jalsah’s aim of highlighting the importance and message of the Holy Qur’an was achieved in celebratory style. It also strengthened the 
bonds of friendship and unity between SA’s varied community of Muslims, as well as presented a face of Islam that promotes diversity and 
dialogue with broader society. 

Celebrating 1400 Years of the Revelation of the Holy Qur’an was a collaborative project by local and international organisations and institutions. 
It marks the second Children of Islam Jalsah (concert) hosted by the National Awqaf Foundation of SA (Awqaf SA) and its partners. It is also the 
main event in a series of events planned to commemorate the Quran and its relevance within a 21st century world. 

Thanks and Gratitude

An event of this magnitude could not have been achieved  without the magnanimous  support of patrons, donors,  sponsors, and benefactors. 
Indeed a difficult task to mention each one by name. There were many who answered our call to sponsor a child @R100 per child. There were 
others who answered our call to sponsor larger amounts.  Yet others who graced the occasion and those who gave duas and blessings. 

Jazakumullahukhairan to the following: Zain Bhikha; Dawud Wharnsby; Sh Salama Sayed; Ml Ebrahim Bham; Sh Yaseen;   Safeeyah Moosa  and 
team from  Muslim Charity South Africa; the Joosub-Arbee Family; Shoreline Beverages; Frimax Foods; Impala Fruit & Veg; Freedom Stationery, 
Bubbilee, NMR Wholesalers; Firose Mahomed; Nations Choice; Delhi Delicious; Sedgars; Laher Screen Printers; A Adams Design; Gravity Printers; 
Saaberie Chishty Ambulance; 911 786 Ambulance; Brian Sutton; Faizel Moosa & Sound Sense; Shafee Shaik; Laudium Sun, Lenasia Sun, Indicator, 
Rising Sun, Lenz FM, Radio Islam, IFM (Port Elizabeth); Voice of the Cape;  Channel Islam International; Ferhad Omar and team from ITV; Iran TV; 
SABC; Willowton Group;  Al Amien Foods; Caring Womens Forum; Adway; Ellis Park Sports Arena management and staff; Rehana Moosajee & Rea 
Vaya; Mayfair West Neighbouhood Watch; SAPS; JMPD; Jasair; Automoti, Hanover Bakery,  and several other small and large anonymous donors, 
sponsors and service providers. 
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Gratitude	  	  
A	  Special	  	  thanks	  goes	  to	  Dr	  Halit	  Eren	  –	  
Director	  General	  of	  the	  	  Istanbul	  based	  
Research	  Centre	  for	  Islamic	  History,	  Art	  and	  
Culture	  (IRCICA)	  who	  kindly	  invited	  
representatives	  of	  Awqaf	  SA	  to	  attend	  the	  
international	  	  inauguration	  of	  the	  1400th	  Year	  
of	  the	  Revelation	  of	  the	  Holy	  Qur’an	  during	  
Ramadaan	  1431.	  The	  inaugural	  meeting	  was	  
attended	  by	  Brs	  Haroon	  Kalla,	  Zeinoul	  Abedien	  	  
and	  	  Sr	  Amina	  Cajee.	  	  

	  The	  inauguration	  was	  officiated	  by	  the	  	  
Prime	  Minister	  of	  Turkey	  H.E.	  Mr.	  Recep	  
Tayyip	  Erdoğan.	  	  

	  

       
        
 

 
 

 

Children of Islam Jalsah Steering Committee:  Haroon Kalla (Chairman) Zeinoul Abedien Cajee (Project Convenor) Faizel Mahomed (Trustee)  
Raaghieb Najjaar (CEO) Ismail Munshi (Deputy CEO) Muhsin Kolia (Venue) Amina Cajee (Programme) Muhammad Cajee & Juby Khan (Food & Catering) 
Hisham Bhamjee (Security) Faatema Ismail (Media) Shakera Wadee (Secretariat) Ridwaan Esat (HR) Rashid Booysens & Goolam Kolia (Bus Marshalls)  Mariam 
Rhemtula  (Support)  Mickaeel Collier (Management) Farhana Hansrod (School & Madressah Communications) Sadiyah & Aarefah Mosam (Gifts) Ismail Akhal-
waya ( IT) Baashi Bashir (Logistics) Faheemah Kolia (Registration Desk) Iqbal Thokan ( Food Sponsors)


