SOUTHERN  AFRICA INTERNATIONAL WAQF CONFERENCE

CAPE TOWN,  SOUTH AFRICA, 17-19 AUGUST 2007 (  3-5 SHABAAN 1428
INTRODUCTION:

The institution of Waqf * (pl:  Awqaf, waqfs)  started in the earliest days of the nascent community of Medina under the leadership and guidance of  the Noble Prophet Muhammed (Peace be upon him). The call to voluntary charitable endowment making was immediately followed by a flood of gifts to Allah by the Righteous Companions of the Prophet. (Pbuh)  to benefit and strengthen the growing community and state. Furthermore the spirit of giving  by civil society of all ranks was grounded in Qur’anic verses such as “None of you shall attain righteousness until you give from what you love” (Ale Imran Sura 3:92). In fact with the revelation of the aforementioned verse, a revolution started in the field of  Waqf making.    
Over some 14 centuries,  the notion of  waqf spread worldwide with the growth and development of  Islamic Civilisation and communities resulting in Awqaf becoming a major roleplayer in the various sectors of community development. It has been recounted in the literature that the entire Health, Education, and Welfare budget during the Osmanli Caliphate based in Istanbul, came from its Islamic charitable endowments or Awqaf.   

Sadly, with the invasion, occupation, and colonisation,  also came a wave of destruction of indigenous cultures, languages, and institutions. The institution of waqf was one such victim. Although several thousand dysfunctional waqfs still  do exist today, many  have been nationalised by post colonial governments.  
On the one hand, the revitalisation of this historic institution has become a major priority in both Muslim and minority Muslim communities as is evidenced by the exhortation by Muslim leaders and the plethora of conferences around the institution of waqf. On the other hand. The Southern African Development Community (SADC) region is the poorest region in the world, where poverty, hunger, and HIV/AIDS have reached epidemic proportions. The institution of awqaf can play a major role in the socio-economic development of this region.
The Islamic Research and Training Institute (IRTI), a member of the Islamic Development Bank Group (IDB), Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation (KAPF),   together with the National Awqaf Foundation of South Africa (AWQAF SA) will jointly host an International Waqf Conference during the period  17-19 August 2007 / 3-5 Shabaan 1428 at the University of Cape Town, South Africa.  

THEME:  
“Developing Waqf Institutions for Sustainable Community Development and  Poverty Eradication (Shari'ah, Legal, and Regulatory Perspectives).”
AIMS OF THE SYMPOSIUM:

· to explore the Shari'ah, legal and regulatory issues that affect the growth of  waqf institutions and organisations
· to explore possibilities of integrating waqf  with the Islamic Financial services sector especially in infrastructure and commercial property project financing  
· to highlight the importance of  Waqf  so that it is better known and understood   
· to promote and expand academic studies and teaching on the subject of  Waqf  in the SADC region
· to explore the potential role of  waqf in  sustainable community development, poverty alleviation,  and infrastructure development
· to suggest ways and reforms so that the impediments to the growth of waqf  institutions can be minimized.  

· to  revitalise the institution of waqf in the SADC and Sub Saharan region 
KEY ORGANISERS:
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IRTI  (established in 1401H /!981) is a member of the Islamic Development Bank Group  (IDB) based in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.  The purpose of IRTI is to undertake research for enabling  economic, financial and banking activities in Muslim countries  and Muslim minority communities in non-member countries conforming to Shari'ah and to extend training facilities to personnel engaged in economic development activities in the Bank's member countries. For more information:  www.irti.org. IDB is a subsidiary organ of the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC).
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Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation (KAPF) was established by the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in 1993 as an effective, efficient, and modern institution responsible for managing publicly held awqaf in Kuwait. The main objective of KAPF is to strengthen the status of waqf  as a cornerstone of  the third sector of the economy and consolidate its role in shaping the state's development policies. KAPF also aims at activating the role of waqf as an effective institution in managing community affairs. This strategy was the prime factor behind the move towards promotion and development of awqaf assets of Kuwait.  For more information: www.awqaf.org
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AWQAF SA is a South African registered community-based trust. Its key focus areas are  to:  popularise the prophetic waqf system and mobilise waqf funds; mobilise and engage human resources; and,  to initiate and/or contribute to a variety of worthwhile sustainable community development projects and programmes. AWQAF SA  initiated and coordinated the Bicentennial Commemoration of the Unbanning of Islam and Religious Freedom in SA during 2004. In 2006 Awqaf SA  successfully co-hosted the International Symposium on Islamic Civilisation in Southern Africa. For more information: www.awqafsa.org.za
PARTICIPANTS & WHO SHOULD ATTEND
· Teachers, researchers, ulama, academics and social workers 

· Bankers, Financial & Estate Planners, & Islamic Financial Services Providers
· Accountants & Lawyers 

· Community, Social, and Local Economic Development practitioners  
· Institutions and persons involved and interested in awqaf and development.
· The appropriate ministries and ministers responsible for awqaf  and socil adevelopment
· OIC (Organisation of the Islamic Conference) Member States’ diplomatic representatives
· Representatives of  Muslim Communities in Southern Africa/SADC Countries
· Students and general public
CONFERENCE SUB THEMES
· Sustainable Community Development
· Country case studies

· Investments & Economic Enterprises
· Local Economic Development

· Social Enterprises

· Shariah, Legal & Regulatory 
· Corporate Governance

· Integrating with Islamic Financial Services

· Innovations in Waqf products & services

PANEL OF SPEAKERS:

Several international and local speakers and experts will address the conference. A detailed list of speakers will be made available after due process of speaker selection has been completed. 
WAQF PROJECT FINANCE MASTERCLASS:

The organisers will endeavour to run a  separate one day Masterclass training session which will  be conducted by Masterclass Trainers in Structuring Project Finance for Waqf Project Development.     
ORGANOGRAM
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CONTACTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
	Local Organizing Committee:
Awqaf SA 
P O 36120  Glosderry   7702 South Africa
Tel: : +27(0)21-6964613 
Fax: : +27(0)21- 6964614
E-mail: info@awqafsa.org.za
Web-site: www.awqafsa.org.za
Fax: +27(0)88011-8378669

Mobile:

Mickaeel Collier (Cape Town) +27 (0)82 2164269 

Raaghieb Najjaar(Cape Town) +27 (0)832618874

(Zeinoul Abedien Cajee) (Jhb) +27 (0)82 8768027 
 
	Technical  Committee:
IRTI

Dr. Habib Ahmed

Tel : +966-2- 636-1400
Fax: +966-2-637 8927

E-mail: Hahmed@isdb.org
Website:  www.irti.org
Awqaf SA 

Dr Ismail Munshi (Jhb)  +27(0)82 7864572 

info@awqafsa.org.za
Dr Salie Abrahams

International Peace University

Cape Town

info@awqafsa.org.za
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